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Glacial Legacy

• Steep, irregular coastline, with 
deep troughs and narrow 
platform

• Locally variable sediment 
sources with abundant coarse-
grained material
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Sediment Sources

• Bluff Erosion

• Small Streams

• Large Rivers





Finlayson, 2006

Fetch-limited environment









Tides
• Mixed semi-diurnal

• Mesotidal (2-4 m tidal range)

• Range increases southerly in Sound

Finlayson, 2006







Summary

• Steep, narrow coastline (3000 kms)

• Local, coarse-grained, sediment 
sources

• Fetch-limited conditions

• Irregular shoreline divided into 
hundreds of discrete littoral cells

• Mixed sand and gravel beaches, 
typically with distinct two-part profile

• Beaches laterally heterogeneous
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