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 SKOKOMISH RIVER BASIN

12059500  NORTH FORK SKOKOMISH RIVER NEAR POTLATCH, WA
LOCATION.--Lat 47°19'48", long 123°14'31", in NE1⁄4NW1⁄4 sec.7, T.21 N., R.4 W., Mason County, Hydrologic Unit 17110017, on left bank 1.1 mi upstream 
from South Fork Skokomish River, 5.4 mi southwest of Potlatch, 7.2 mi downstream from City of Tacoma Cushman Dam No. 2, and at mile 10.1. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--117 mi2, includes 99 mi2 upstream from Cushman Dam No. 2, which is noncontributing except during spillage. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1944 to November 1949 (destroyed by flood of Nov. 27, 1949), March 1950 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 63.49 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by City of Tacoma). Prior to Nov. 27, 1949, and Mar. 18 to May 9, 
1950, water-stage recorder at site 200 ft downstream at present datum. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good. Upper portion of McTaggart Creek is diverted through Deer Meadow Creek into Cushman 
Reservoir No. 2. Flow regulated at Lake Cushman and at Cushman Reservoir No. 2 to supply powerplant, which discharges into Hood Canal. Entire flow 
of river normally diverted at Cushman Dam No. 2 except infrequent releases. Water temperatures March 1965 to September 1982. U.S. Geological Survey 
satellite telemeter at station.

AVERAGE DISCHARGE.--59 years (water years 1945-49, 1951-2004), 117 ft3/s, 84,660 acre-ft/yr. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 7,740 ft3/s, Nov. 4, 1955, gage height, 10.45 ft; minimum recorded discharge, 1.3 ft3/s, Sept. 
5, 14, 16, 1951. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 3,750 ft3/s, Oct. 20, gage height, 7.37 ft; minimum discharge, 61 ft3/s, Oct. 1, 2, July 23, 24, 27, 
29-31, and Aug. 1. 

   

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 64 103 260 136 275 132 124 84 73 67 65 68
2 64 102 237 129 277 128 119 83 73 67 66 67
3 64 97 241 124 260 125 115 83 72 68 66 67
4 65 92 214 117 232 122 111 82 72 67 65 67
5 65 89 287 112 208 135 108 81 74 67 65 67

6 66 86 470 116 215 126 106 80 80 67 83 67
7 65 86 395 159 202 154 103 82 78 66 76 66
8 71 84 300 281 187 148 101 81 74 66 69 67
9 72 82 241 302 174 139 100 80 73 67 67 66

10 70 83 208 332 164 132 97 80 72 68 66 70

11 74 81 193 288 156 127 96 81 72 67 66 95
12 91 80 220 253 149 122 95 79 72 67 65 73
13 74 78 231 259 143 119 94 78 80 65 66 78
14 71 78 252 345 179 116 98 77 74 65 66 76
15 75 82 230 383 247 113 95 76 72 66 66 88

16 299 125 281 290 275 110 92 77 71 65 66 86
17 1,100 175 292 236 266 108 91 76 71 65 65 92
18 429 1,100 238 226 253 110 92 76 70 65 65 97
19 324 986 209 213 221 107 97 75 70 65 66 98
20 1,920 407 203 192 199 103 105 74 69 66 66 88

21 1,760 269 185 175 182 102 109 74 69 65 66 82
22 3,250 204 170 163 169 100 100 75 69 64 66 80
23 2,050 182 165 161 158 100 96 75 69 65 66 77
24 245 173 220 150 153 111 94 73 69 64 71 75
25 177 203 260 140 153 135 93 73 69 64 79 74

26 152 189 216 142 151 187 90 73 68 65 77 73
27 136 167 197 142 149 206 89 82 68 64 72 72
28 127 596 175 192 142 173 88 78 68 65 69 71
29 119 755 160 248 137 152 86 75 67 64 68 70
30 112 362 147 487 --- 141 85 76 68 65 68 71
31 106 --- 141 345 --- 130 --- 73 --- 64 67 ---

TOTAL 13,357 7,196 7,238 6,838 5,676 4,013 2,969 2,412 2,146 2,035 2,114 2,288
MEAN 431 240 233 221 196 129 99.0 77.8 71.5 65.6 68.2 76.3
MAX 3,250 1,100 470 487 277 206 124 84 80 68 83 98
MIN 64 78 141 112 137 100 85 73 67 64 65 66
AC-FT 26,490 14,270 14,360 13,560 11,260 7,960 5,890 4,780 4,260 4,040 4,190 4,540

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1944 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 77.3 188 259 236 213 150 95.9 57.9 45.3 31.0 25.2 24.0
MAX 943 1,005 1,262 938 982 570 272 251 320 215 155 82.5
(WY) (1952) (1976) (1951) (1974) (1951) (1961) (1999) (1946) (1946) (1946) (1991) (1997)
MIN 5.37 12.6 32.9 41.3 63.6 56.2 32.7 22.2 9.99 5.30 2.83 4.52
(WY) (1945) (1977) (1977) (1979) (1988) (1947) (1973) (1947) (1951) (1951) (1951) (1944)
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SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1944 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 67,419 58,282
ANNUAL MEAN 185 159 117
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 311        1951
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 36.6        1977
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 3,250 Oct 22 3,250 Oct 22 6,630 Nov  4, 1955
LOWEST DAILY MEAN 62 Sep 25 64 Oct  1 1.4 Sep 14, 1951
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 63 Sep 23 64 Jul 21 1.8 Sep 12, 1951
ANNUAL RUNOFF (AC-FT) 133,700 115,600 84,660
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 332 260 240
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 108 92 60
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 65 66 11
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