
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Water-Data Report 2006

12059500 NORTH FORK SKOKOMISH RIVER NEAR POTLATCH, WA
Puget Sound Basin 

 Skokomish Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 47°19′48″, long 123°14′31″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.7, T.21 N., R.4 W., Mason County, WA, 
Hydrologic Unit 17110017, on left bank 1.1 mi upstream from South Fork Skokomish River, 5.4 mi southwest of Potlatch, 7.2 mi downstream from City 
of Tacoma Cushman Dam No. 2, and at mile 10.1. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--117 mi², includes 99 mi² upstream from Cushman Dam No. 2, which is noncontributing except during spillage. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1944 to November 1949 (destroyed by flood of Nov. 27, 1949), March 1950 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 63.49 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by City of Tacoma). Prior to Nov. 27, 1949, and Mar. 18 to May 9, 
1950, water-stage recorder at site 200 ft downstream at present datum. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good. Upper portion of McTaggart Creek is diverted through Deer Meadow Creek into Cushman 
Reservoir No. 2. Flow regulated at Lake Cushman and at Cushman Reservoir No. 2 to supply powerplant, which discharges into Hood Canal. Entire 
flow of river normally diverted at Cushman Dam No. 2 except infrequent releases. Water temperatures March 1965 to September 1982. U.S. 
Geological Survey satellite telemeter at station. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--61 years (water years 1945-49, 1951-2006), 118 ft³/s, 85,750 acre-ft/yr. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 7,740 ft³/s, Nov. 4, 1955, gage height, 10.45 ft; minimum recorded discharge, 1.3 ft³/s, Sept. 5, 
14, 16, 1951. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 3,710 ft³/s, Jan 13, gage height, 7.34 ft; minimum discharge, 59 ft³/s, July 28, Aug. 3, 6, 9, 16, 23, 
27-31, Sept. 1-5, 10, 12, 13, 26-29, gage height, 2.54 ft. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2006
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12059500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 68 139 96 481 655 112 139 98 83 68 63 62 
2 71 132 95 379 596 110 134 97 82 68 63 61 
3 70 227 92 341 465 108 131 95 79 68 63 61 
4 67 258 90 340 582 106 127 93 86 68 63 61 
5 68 307 89 470 464 108 123 92 83 68 63 62 

6 68 338 90 1,080 353 110 119 92 80 68 63 62 
7 69 227 90 660 285 119 116 95 78 68 63 63 
8 69 172 88 465 244 154 114 91 78 67 63 63 
9 72 146 87 861 220 173 112 89 79 67 63 64 

10 70 134 86 1,390 200 156 110 88 77 66 63 62 

11 69 140 85 1,320 185 144 107 87 75 65 64 63 
12 68 142 84 2,380 172 134 104 86 74 66 63 62 
13 72 214 84 3,480 160 128 108 86 74 66 63 62 
14 73 181 84 3,060 155 129 132 85 73 65 64 63 
15 76 155 82 2,810 148 137 141 84 73 65 63 63 

16 74 139 82 2,860 143 152 164 83 73 65 63 63 
17 76 127 82 2,120 137 149 158 82 73 65 64 64 
18 75 119 81 460 133 142 146 82 73 65 63 65 
19 74 113 98 343 129 135 137 82 72 65 63 63 
20 73 107 172 370 126 130 130 81 71 64 63 65 

21 72 103 309 309 122 128 124 82 71 64 62 65 
22 72 99 792 269 120 156 118 87 71 64 62 63 
23 74 97 700 239 121 181 114 87 70 63 62 63 
24 72 96 1,190 220 115 180 110 85 69 63 63 63 
25 73 105 1,120 206 114 166 108 85 70 63 63 63 

26 74 100 840 227 115 156 105 83 69 64 63 62 
27 73 96 742 246 124 147 102 82 69 63 62 62 
28 85 94 633 354 118 142 101 81 69 63 62 62 
29 94 98 496 476 --- 133 100 80 69 63 62 63 
30 88 96 576 1,300 --- 128 99 79 68 63 63 63 
31 193 --- 606 598 --- 128 --- 78 --- 62 62 --- 

Total 2,392 4,501 9,841 30,114 6,501 4,281 3,633 2,677 2,231 2,022 1,949 1,883 
Mean 77.2 150 317 971 232 138 121 86.4 74.4 65.2 62.9 62.8 
Max 193 338 1,190 3,480 655 181 164 98 86 68 64 65 
Min 67 94 81 206 114 106 99 78 68 62 62 61 
Ac-ft 4,740 8,930 19,520 59,730 12,890 8,490 7,210 5,310 4,430 4,010 3,870 3,730 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1944 - 2006, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 77.7 187 260 247 212 149 97.8 59.1 46.4 32.2 26.4 25.3 
Max 943 1,005 1,262 971 982 570 272 251 320 215 155 82.5 
(WY) (1952) (1976) (1951) (2006) (1951) (1961) (1999) (1946) (1946) (1946) (1991) (1997) 
Min 5.37 12.6 32.9 41.3 63.6 56.2 32.7 22.2 9.99 5.30 2.83 4.52
(WY) (1945) (1977) (1977) (1979) (1988) (1947) (1973) (1947) (1951) (1951) (1951) (1944) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2005 Water Year 2006 Water Years 1944 - 2006 

Annual total  47,925    72,025    
Annual mean  131    197    118   
Highest annual mean    311 1951  
Lowest annual mean    36.6 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,190 Dec 24   3,480 Jan 13   6,630 Nov   4, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  64 Sep 13   61 Sep   2   1.4 Sep 14, 1951  
Annual seven-day minimum  65 Aug 28   62 Aug 31   1.8 Sep 12, 1951  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  95,060    142,900    85,750   
10 percent exceeds  217    353    240   
50 percent exceeds  91    88    63   
90 percent exceeds  67    63    11   
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