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12100496 WHITE RIVER NEAR AUBURN, WA
Puget Sound Basin 
 Puyallup Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 47°15′58″, long 122°13′43″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ NE ¼ sec.36, T.21 N., R.4 E., King County, WA, 
Hydrologic Unit 17110014, on left bank 100 ft downstream from railroad bridge, 2.7 mi upstream from the White River Power Plant tailrace, 2.9 mi 
south of Auburn, and at mile 6.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--464 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1987 to September 1989, October 1990 to Setember 2003, October 2005 to September 2006. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Since November 1911, White River Canal (station 12099000) has diverted 
from left bank 18.0 mi upstream for storage in Lake Tapps (station 12101000). Water is returned to White River 2.7 mi downstream via the Lake Tapps 
Diversion (station 12101100) after power development at White River Powerplant at Dieringer. Since 1942, flow regulated by Mud Mountain Lake 
(station 12098000) for flood control. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter at station. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--16 years (water years 1988-89, 1991-2003, 2006), 752 ft³/s, 544,500 acre-ft/yr. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 15,000 ft³/s Feb. 10, 1996, elevation, 83.15 ft; minimum discharge, 89 ft³/s Feb. 17, 18, 1993. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 12,400 ft³/s, Jan 11; gage height, 85.02 ft; minimum discharge, 464 ft³/s, Sep 17, 18, gage height, 
78.64 ft. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2006
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12100496
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2005 TO SEPTEMBER 2006 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 e3,060 e3,340 1,180 3,960 3,540 1,250 924 e1,940 e2,700 e1,840 704 643 
2 1,630 e3,210 1,150 3,310 3,170 1,170 945 1,620 e3,690 e1,810 676 639 
3 1,190 e2,340 1,080 2,910 3,030 1,110 921 1,470 e4,150 e1,780 719 690 
4 956 2,060 1,010 2,610 3,180 1,030 1,090 1,410 e3,760 e1,810 765 721 
5 826 1,930 958 2,470 2,820 962 1,020 1,420 e3,760 e1,780 738 759 

6 752 2,070 931 3,200 2,410 920 922 1,470 e3,290 1,660 626 744 
7 835 1,860 887 4,020 2,120 913 895 1,490 e3,000 1,450 840 708 
8 778 1,590 835 3,660 1,880 938 906 1,480 e2,770 1,320 957 700 
9 727 1,380 800 3,470 1,670 956 1,010 1,380 e2,540 1,330 743 704 

10 637 1,320 786 6,840 1,470 910 1,000 1,320 e2,360 1,380 750 649 

11 656 1,650 825 10,100 1,250 881 975 1,350 e2,300 1,320 689 637 
12 621 1,640 886 9,640 1,170 821 961 1,390 e2,510 1,230 674 659 
13 709 1,810 894 7,000 1,160 808 979 1,360 e3,210 1,240 691 652 
14 757 e2,220 841 6,080 1,140 829 1,350 1,340 e2,810 1,150 712 622 
15 738 1,820 788 4,520 1,050 850 1,510 1,510 e2,620 1,140 752 568 

16 720 1,620 766 3,690 991 844 1,320 e2,460 e2,620 1,110 710 516 
17 784 1,490 742 3,710 904 871 1,180 e3,480 e2,630 1,070 713 483 
18 800 1,390 656 2,120 952 979 1,140 e4,140 e2,310 1,010 724 520 
19 828 1,400 714 1,450 1,070 943 1,180 e4,190 e2,150 984 743 668 
20 959 1,470 800 1,770 1,070 907 1,220 e3,940 e2,060 972 750 599 

21 842 1,460 1,290 2,470 1,080 898 1,340 e3,460 e2,010 1,050 723 740 
22 811 1,420 e2,180 3,620 1,090 894 1,330 e3,260 e1,930 1,170 774 709 
23 789 1,380 e3,220 3,400 1,090 798 1,280 e3,410 e1,870 1,220 718 586 
24 744 1,310 e3,780 3,340 1,050 818 1,280 e3,340 e1,870 1,210 693 560 
25 694 1,560 e5,090 3,190 931 842 1,290 e3,160 e2,020 1,170 673 558 

26 699 1,770 e5,070 2,150 899 812 1,310 e2,770 e2,340 1,070 710 551 
27 633 1,430 e4,970 1,880 1,020 776 1,340 e2,600 e2,620 1,040 792 556 
28 607 1,270 e5,090 1,840 1,350 792 1,450 e3,590 e2,430 1,010 826 566 
29 615 1,300 e4,790 1,850 --- 785 e2,070 e3,460 e2,110 927 840 566 
30 599 1,280 e4,000 4,460 --- 770 e2,220 e2,900 e1,800 833 698 548 
31 e1,840 --- e4,250 4,410 --- 788 --- e2,630 --- 745 665 --- 

Total 27,836 51,790 61,259 119,140 44,557 27,865 36,358 74,740 78,240 38,831 22,788 18,821 
Mean 898 1,726 1,976 3,843 1,591 899 1,212 2,411 2,608 1,253 735 627 
Max 3,060 3,340 5,090 10,100 3,540 1,250 2,220 4,190 4,150 1,840 957 759 
Min 599 1,270 656 1,450 899 770 895 1,320 1,800 745 626 483 
Ac-ft 55,210 102,700 121,500 236,300 88,380 55,270 72,120 148,200 155,200 77,020 45,200 37,330 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1988 - 2006, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 336 994 1,110 1,042 1,194 665 746 786 844 501 490 348 
Max 898 2,835 3,794 3,843 4,575 2,190 1,415 2,411 2,608 1,277 873 627 
(WY) (2006) (1996) (1996) (2006) (1996) (2003) (1991) (2006) (2006) (1988) (1991) (2006) 
Min 165 168 188 202 176 193 188 170 189 214 246 160 
(WY) (1992) (1994) (1994) (2001) (1994) (1992) (1995) (1992) (1992) (1998) (1994) (1989) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Year 2006 Water Years 1988 - 2006 

Annual total  602,225    
Annual mean  1,650    752   
Highest annual mean   1,650 2006  
Lowest annual mean   243 1994  
Highest daily mean  10,100 Jan 11   12,800 Feb 10, 1996  
Lowest daily mean  483 Sep 17   116 Oct 12, 1988  
Annual seven-day minimum  558 Sep 24   129 Dec 27, 1987  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  1,195,000    544,500   
10 percent exceeds  3,400    1,710   
50 percent exceeds  1,170    342   
90 percent exceeds  691    172   
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