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Estimated Public Supply-Water Withdrawals and Use in the Pacific Northwest, 2005
R.C. Lane, U.S. Geological Survey, Washington Water Science Center, Tacoma, Washington

Water use in the Pacific Northwest has evolved over 
the past century from meager domestic and stock 
water needs to the current complex requirements for 
public supply, irrigation, industrial, and other uses such 
as fish habitat and recreational activities. Since 1950, 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), at 5-year intervals, 
has collected, compiled, and published estimates on 
the amount of water used for these and other purposes 
throughout the United States. This water-use data, 
combined with other related USGS information, has 

facilitated a unique understanding of the effects of 
human activity on water resources. As water availability 
continues to emerge as an important issue in the 21st 
century, the need for consistent, long-term water-use 
data will increase to support wise use of this essential 
natural resource. This poster presents estimates on 
the public-supply water withdrawals and use in the 
Pacific Northwest for calendar years 1985–2005. These 
estimates were collected and compiled by the USGS 
Water Science Centers in Washington, Idaho, and Oregon. 

For additional information contact:

Washington Water Science Center http://wa.water.usgs.gov/data/wuse/ 
 Ron Lane, (253) 552-1604, 
 rclane@usgs.gov

Oregon Water Science Center  http://or.water.usgs.gov/projs_dir/or007/ 
 Jon Haynes. (503) 251-3468
 jhaynes@usgs.gov
 
Idaho Water Science Center  http://id.water.usgs.gov/water_data/water_use/ 
 Molly Maupin, (208) 387-1307 
 mamaupin@usgs.gov
 

Public-supply surface-water by state, 1985 – 2005
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Million gallons per day
(Mgal/d)

142 – 170

20.6 – 60.5

6.28 – 15.8

2.01 – 5.80

0.50 – 1.79

0.01 – 0.46

N

None reported

Public-supply surface-water withdrawals and use, 2005

Million gallons per day
(Mgal/d)

131

21.4 – 62.8

6.19 – 17.2

1.87 – 5.36

0.51 – 1.79

0.09 – 0.49

None reported

N

Public-supply groundwater by state, 1985 – 2005
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Public-supply groundwater withdrawals and use, 2005

Public-supply withdrawals and use by state, 1985 – 2005
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115 – 205

25.5 – 69.1

9.60 – 25.1

3.28 – 8.85

1.01 – 2.92

0.15 – 0.98

N

Public-supply withdrawals and use, 2005

Million gallons per day
(Mgal/d)

112 – 151

26.1 – 79.8

8.31 – 20.9

2.91 – 8.18

0.76 – 2.50

0.15 – 0.75

N

Public-supply domestic water use by state, 1985 – 2005
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*Values for Oregon and Idaho interpolated from 1995 and 2005 values.

Public-supply domestic water use, 2005

Gallons per day
(gal/d)

385 – 638

280 – 384

193 – 270

133 – 190

 75 – 128

 1 – 38

N

*Values for Idaho and Oregon based on interpolated domestic use and
  reported 2000 public supplied populations.

Public-supply domestic per capita by state, 1985 - 2005
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