Nitrate Contamination of Groundwater in Washington State - Developing Nitrate Priority Areas
Aquifers are critical drinking water sources for Washingtonians.  Although most drinking water wells in Washington State have not been contaminated by nitrates, a significant number in specific areas have.  Groundwater contamination by nitrates has increased as use of fertilizer, manure production and population have increased. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have collected statewide GIS maps of monitoring data, soil and geology and USGS nitrate risk grids.  With this information, we have identified topographically distinct areas that are known to be contaminated with nitrates in groundwater or are at risk.  These are the initial draft Nitrate Priority Area Candidates.  A general prioritization of high to low has been applied.  Prioritization is based on the severity of nitrate contamination as evidenced by monitoring data, the presence of conditions that contribute to risk, and population.  The boundaries and risk categories are subject to review and can change.  The project plan is available at https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/publications/1410005.pdf.

